


OVERVIEW 
 

This busy seaside park treasures and celebrates its special features 

for the enjoyment of current and future generations.  

  

PROJECT SUMMARY 
 

The 111ha Long Bay Regional Park is visited by approximately 1.3 

million people annually, making it a significant destination. The park 

includes a playground that caters for all ages, wide open spaces for 

informal recreation, the Long Bay Restaurant, small stands of 

regenerating indigenous vegetation, bookable sites, designated 

camping sites for self-contained campers and toilet facilities. 

 

The park hosts the Vaughan Homestead which was built in the late 

1800s. The Vaughan family occupied the house for approximately 100 

years then gifted it to the people of Auckland. The homestead is open 

as a museum during public holidays and has a designated seminar 

and function room which can be hired by the public.  

 

Ecological restoration is being carried out to reinforce the sand dune 

systems using native grasses. Interpretive signs  explain ecological 

processes, other signage include historical information, are dotted 

throughout the reserve. The three main beaches lie adjacent to the 

Long Bay - Okura Marine Reserve. Long Bay is an example of 

Auckland Council’s intention to provide connections between areas of 

high ecological value.  

 

The Sir Peter Blake Marine Education and Recreation Centre has its 

headquarters at Long Bay. The centre can accommodate overnight 

guests and offers day, multi-day activity and residential programmes. 

 

Scheduled improvements include the expansion to incorporate the 

neighbouring heritage area, upgrading the restaurant, roads, coastal 

tracks and facilities. Further improvements include the restoration of 

the wetlands along the western border. This will  improve ecological 

links with the ecosystems of Long Bay, Okura Estuary and the Weiti 

River catchment. 
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MAIN ENVIRONMENT MODULE 

INFORMAL RECREATION 

 

KEY FEATURES 

 

LESSONS LEARNT 

 

LOCATION 

BEACH ROAD, LONG BAY 25.5KM FROM 

AUCKLAND CBD 

OTHER PARK ENVIRONMENTS  

SPORTS AND ACTIVE RECREATION, 

ECOLOGICAL 

 

SITE AREA 

111.2 HECTARES 

The regional park makes up part of what 

was once a 1200 acre farm owned and 

operated by the Vaughan family. The 

site is now an open green parkland 

sheltered from the sea by a dune system 

undergoing restoration. The site is also 

home to strands of native bush, 

estuarine environments (part of the 

marine reserve) and coastal clifftop 

walkways. 

Children’s’ Playground 

Historic Vaughan Homestead 

Marine Reserve and educational 

facility 

Sand dune restoration 

Bookable public barbecues 

Connections to coastal 

walkways 

Beaches 

Parking 

Toilets 

Limited mobility facilities 

including: parking, toilets, 

walkways 

KEY PROJECT INFORMATION 
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TREASURE THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

 

1. Sand dune protection and enhancement 

strategies not only create habitat for native fauna, 

but safeguard the shore from being claimed by 

the sea during heavy storms. 

 

2. The Sir Peter Blake Marine Education and 

Recreation Centre helps schools and non-profit 

community groups learn about and enjoy the 

marine environment. 

 

3. The Long Bay-Okura Marine Reserve protects 

the coastal and estuarine ecosystems that fringe 

the regional park, below the high tide mark. 

Long Bay Regional Park protects the marine envionrment on its borders, helping to protect and preserve the natural environment.  
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Long Bay is a popular walking destination that allows people to visually and physically connect with the sea and have fun. 

2 

ENJOY HEALTH, WELLBEING & FUN 

 

1. The Sir Peter Blake Marine Education and 

Recreation Centre creates a place for young 

people to have fun, learn and interact with the 

environment. 

 

2. Huge efforts are being made to restore the 

sand dune ecosystems, including vegetation 

and fauna that inhabit the area. Marked 

accessways for the public help to ensure these 

delicate areas have the best possible chance 

to revegetate. Fenced off areas like these also 

provide habitat for many seabirds such as 

northern New Zealand dotterel, pied oyster 

catcher and red-billed gull which like to make 

their nests in these areas. 
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TREASURE OUR HERITAGE 
 

1. A small museum within the homestead opens to 

the public on public holidays, showcasing artefacts 

and local history. 

 

2. The homestead can be hired by the public for small 

gatherings such as seminars, meetings, functions 

or weddings. 

 

3. Vaughan Homestead was built in 1863 and has 

undergone many additions and changes. The most 

recent restoration work has seen a return to the 

materials and colours originally used on the 

homestead. 

 

Vaughan Homestead has been restored and preserved for the enjoyment of park users and also houses local history artefacts for people 

to learn about the parks history.  
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TREASURE THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
1. Signage reminds park users that the 

estuary is protected by the Marine Reserve 

and therefore nothing can be removed from 

it. 

 

2. The Long Bay-Okura Marine Reserve 

covers everything below the high tide mark 

within its coastal fringe, protecting this 

ecologically diverse estuary. 

 

3. The inclusion of the estuarine environment 

in the Marine Reserve makes the 

connection between the sea and riparian 

ecosystems more apparent to the public. 

Signage helps people to understand the important link between land and sea and encourages them to do their part to look after it.  
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 ENJOY COMFORT & SAFETY  

 

 

1. Installing play structures that allow children to move 

three dimensionally and climb to gain significant 

height adds a level of risk and challenge to the play 

which is very important in children’s development. 

 

2. Cushionfall has been used as the ground surface to 

mitigate injury during play. 

 

3. Seating clustered around play spaces provides a 

comfortable place for the supervision of children. 

Although this climbing structure may be a little dangerous, the designers have incorporated a soft fall ground surface choice to ensure 

kid’s safety. 
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 TREASURE OUR HERITAGE 

 

1. Meandering paths through open and vegetated areas 

create a range of experiences to provide greater 

interest for users. 

 

2. Well-maintained chip paths provide a user friendly 

surface for a range of outdoor activities, including 

mountain biking. 

 

3. Electric fences, kissing gates and cattle-stops allow the 

public to enjoy the rural character of this park without 

inhibiting the function of farms. 

Rural farm gates are still used in the park, respecting and echoing the park’s history as a working farm.  
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CONNECT THE ENVIRONMENT 

1. Post and wire fences blur the boundary 

between reserve and farmland, creating a 

feeling of immersion in the rural landscape. 

 

2. A coastal walkway that can also be used by 

cyclists creates an interesting loop with 

other road networks. 

 

3. This cliff top trail offers great opportunities 

for snapshots of native flora and fauna, and 

views along the coast. 

 

This coastal walkway connects people to the rural environment and provides views to the sea.  
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UTILISE THE ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS 

1. Vegetated margins that skirt pastures can filter 

solids from farm runoff before the water enters 

aquatic ecosystems. 

 

2. Community planting days (held annually) create 

social connections between volunteers, and 

between the community and the systems to which 

they are contributing. 

 

3. Revegetation is a core focus for park rangers. 

These initiatives improve habitat for native fauna, 

help to improve air quality and can create visual 

and experiential amenity for park users. 

Community planting days and revegetation programmes help to restore the park’s environmental qualities. 
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CONNECT PLACES 

1. Wayfinding signage helps park users locate some 

of the more inconspicuous features nestled within 

the park. 

 

2. The homestead hosts a small museum open on 

public holidays, and includes a space that can be 

hired by the public for small gatherings such as 

seminars, meetings or weddings. 

 

3. Pathways to the homestead are wide and 

navigable, and steps include handrails for the 

less mobile. 

Wayfining signage at Long Bay is particularly helpful and good, allowing people to feel at ease whilst exploring this large park without 

worrying about getting lost.  
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ENJOY MORE USE & A RANGE OF EXPERIENCES 

1. The protection of ecologically and historically 

significant trees enhances the public’s connection 

to the park’s historical and environmental 

attributes. 

 

2. Large open and uncluttered areas create a 

flexible and adaptable space for a range of 

activities and events. 

 

3. A range of covered amenities are scattered 

throughout the park, providing for large and small 

gatherings. 

Flat open grassy areas are flexible spaces which can be used for large and small gatherings, picnics, sports games and events.  
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